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The hope of the Universalist tested in the late 
EXPERIENCE AND DEATH OF Mr. M vV—, 
Of Connecticut Farms, NV. J. 

Mr. W. received trom his parents a religious edu 
cation; his mother who was eminently pious was 
paiticularly anxious for his salvation, which she 
made the subject of frequent and earnest prayer. In 
early life he felt the power of truth, convincing him 
of sin, and awakening his fears of a future judg- 
He noticed the peaceful deaths of pious 
relatives, witnessed the last hours of his former pas- 


ment. 


tor, the Parson Samuel Smith, and saw how desira- 
ble it was to die the death of the righteous. 

In a revival in 1802, he was deeply impressed 
with a sense of his guilt and danger. A long con- 
flict now ensued between conscience and inclina- 
tion; the ene, urging him to devote himself to the 
Lord—while the other, pressed him to continue in 
a sinful course. Inclination finally prevailing, he 
bid his fears depart, and with a hardihood adapted 
to his desperate conclusion, returned to his sins. 
But his mind was ill at ease ; his fears often return- 
He read with 
avidity publications on this subject, and zealously 


ing, he sought a refuge in infidelity. 


circulated and defended them. 

In another revival, when some of his children and 
friends were anxious, the enmity of his heart broke 
out in open opposition. He said they were seeking 
after that which they could never find; that no 
change of heart was necessary ; and that God loved 
him as well as any other man. Every renewed at- 
tention to religion, increased his opposition, and 
excited his industry in defending and circulating 
Deism. But he has since observed, that, even while 
advocating infidelity, something within always whis- 
pered, “T'he Bible is the Word of God.” 

As his objections to the Scriptures were princi- 
pally on account of the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, hé appeared willing to receive them, if the 
passages relating to that subject could be explained 
to suit his views. Such were his feelings when the 
publications of the Universalists were put into his 
hands by an acquaintance in New-York. Here a 
new way of understanding the scriptures was pre- 
sented; namely, that, 4s Christ died for all, there- 
fore all will be saved. That the faith of the Gospel. 
is a belief that all will be saved. That this belief 
will produce love to God and great happiness. 
Here he was taught that his former fears had arisen 
from a misapprehension of the threatenings of the 
Bible. That they do not imply a future punish- 
ment. But that “the unbelieving, and the abomi- 


nable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and idol 
aters, and hars” instead of having “their patt in the 
lake of fire and brimstone,” will at their death im- 
mediately ascend to heaven. That the word hell, 
means the grave. That the judgment which he 
feared would come upon him after death, would all 
be expended in the sufferings of this life. That the 
sentence, “ Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire,” 
is of no concern to Us, it having been executed al- 
ready in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

As Mr. W. possessed a strong and active mind, a 
retentive memory, and could converse with fluency, 
he had considerable influence in propagating the 
system he had adopted, and which he zealously de- 
fended until the autumn of 1823, when he was at- 
tacked by a disease of the bone of the upper jaw. He 
was ill about a month, before he appeared to have 
any apprehension that his hopes were resting on a 
sandy foundation. Before his illness a neighbour 
observed to him, that his system would answer him 
no purpose on a death bed ; that he would be alarin- 
ed like others, and send for his minister to come and 
pray with him. He replied that he would not; 
that however he might fear the pains of death, he 
was not afraid of heing dead. He afterwards said, 
that at the commencement of his sickness, he re- 
solved to continue cheerful and to hold out to the 
end. He kept this resolution till some time in Oc- 
tober, when his pastor called at his house to visit 
his sick daughter. Mr. W. came into the room and 
appeared remarkably attentive to the conversation. 
During prayer his mind became anxious; he at first 
stood, but soon kneeled and wept. From this time, 
his past life came up in fearful review ; guilt stared 
him in the face, and made hin tremble in prospect 
of a future retribution. He saw that he had lived 
tor himself, and not for God ; he had disobeyed his 
commands, disregarded his threatenings and resist- 
ed his spirit. He had professed himself safe, while 
living in sin. 
while rejecting the offers of mercy. 
tained lis hope withont faith, and in defiance of the 
Saviour’s declaration, “He who believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” 

He had, indeed, the belief of the Universalist, 
that all will be saved; but this belief had produced 
no love to the true character of God, no repentance 
jor his sins, no self-denial, no reformation, and none 
of that “holiness without which no man shall see 
the Lord.” 
without “ that faith which purifies the heart, works 
by love, and overcomes the world.” 

The motive which had induced him to embrace 


He had been hoping for eternal life 
He had enter- 


He was now conscious that he was 
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the doctrine of Universal Salvation, he now saw to 
be wholly selfish ; viz. a desire to continue in sin 
and yet escape its punishment. He had laboured, 
not to bring his heart to the purifying influence of 
the Gospel, but to accommodate the gospel to a de- 
praved heart. Instead of tshing the warning and 
fleeing from the wrath lo come, he had sought for 
As this 
course did not remove the love of sin, it did not re- 


peace by denying a future punishinent. 
move the fea: of punishment; aud as it produced no 
love to God, it brought no evidence that eternal lik 
was beoun ia his seul by an union with Christ. 

His conscience was burdened, not only with the 
guilt of bis own controversy with his Maker, but 
with having enlisted others also. He had taught the 
impenitent and irreligious that they were in the way 
to life, in opposition to the declaration of Christ, 
“Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto life.” He confessed that he had availed 
himself of the ignorance of others to lead them into 
a delusive hope, and that he feared there were souls 
in hell of whose destruction he had been the vile 
instrument. His sins appeared too great to be for- 
given. The anguish of despair broke out into groans 
and exclamations. He often repeated the question, 
* How shail I meet a holy and just God?” To this 
question his burdened mind could find no answer in 
his late theory. 

Men in bealth may assert, and try to believe, that 
all will be saved; but as danger approaches they 
are likely to remember that the character of ALL 
who are to be saved is clearly described in the word 
of God.* They may contend that hell is no more 
than the grave, but when they find themseives nea 
the grave they will remember that bell is described 
as no bed of rest, but a place where their worm dieth 
not, and their fire is not quenched.t 

Where no mnmediate danger is apprehended, they 
may sport with the divine threatenings, and attempt 
to prove that the day of judgment is past already ; 
but a poor dying sinner, whose conscience is awake, 
feels himself too near the judgment for such em- 
ployment.t ’ 

Some think that if they believe in Universal Sal- 
vation, they will thereby be prepared to meet any 
event, even death itself with calmness. But when a 
sinner is summoned to appear before the bar of that 
God in whose sight the heavens are not clean, he is 
Sensthle of the want of something more than a spe- 


—_ 





* The character of ALL those who will be saved is de 
seribed. They are ail who repeut, believe, are in Christ, 
new creslure low the Lamb, and endure to the end |: 
Was Hot necessary that this desertption should be annexed to 
the word ALL, in every place where it occurs ; for its 
readiiy seen that the all intended, are such characters The 
restitution of all things spoken of in Acts iii. 21, is a 
common argument for the Universal Salvation; but the 
Apostie in Eph, i. 10, cives us the character of all who 
shall be restored; allin Christ, o: all who are new crea- 
tures. The restoration is the gathering of ali the righteous 
from among the wicked at the final judgment, and not the 
restoring of the wicked from hell! 

t Criticisms upon the meaning of the words hell, for ever. 
and everlasting, are of no weight against the authority of 
Jesus Christ, who has declared hell to bea place of tor- 
ments, and that there is no passing from thence across the 
great, fixed, yulf. 

t Read the 3d chap. of 2d Epistle of Peter. There sha 
come i the last day, scafiers—gaying, Where is the promise 
of his coming? &c. 














culative opinion to give him peace. While con- 
science tells him that his life has been base, that he 
has never repented, that he has a heart to persevere 
in sin, and that he ought to be condenned, he will 
have suen inward evidence of danger, that no mere 
theory will remove his fears. 
Such was the state of Mr. W 
recurring to the sins of his whole life, to the light 


. : 
Ss mind, now 


against which they were committed, to his vain ef. 
furts to hide them in error; and again looking for- 
ward to the execution of the sentence already pro 
nounced within. When his own conscience so 
pointedly condemned him, he knew that a holy God 
could not approve. He observed that he had been 
an awful sinner, and that God was about to make 
him a monument of his divine displeasure, and re- 
move him by a disease singular and frightful in its 
appearance. He wished that those whom he had 
been instrumental in deluding, might see him and 
take warning. He warned his friends of the sandy 
foundation upon which every hope is built, without 
“repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ.” 
He wished the dealing of God with him to be im- 
proved, and gave his pastor permission to use his 
name in counteracting the delusive scheme. He 
collected and burned his books, giving as his reason 
that he would not leave them to corrupt others. 
His cry was “Have merey upon me O God, I 
acknowledge my manifold transgressions, and my 
He complained that his 
prayer was selfish, and constrained by fear; he saw 
his dependence on God to take away his “heart of 
stone” and give him a“ heart of flesh.” He mourned 
over a sinful life, and often wept through an ap 


sin is ever before me.” 


prebension that the door of mercy was shut against 
him. Knowing that there was but one source of 
hope, he persevered and resolved to continue t 
pray to the last, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
Through the three winter months being under the 
necessity of sitting might and day in his chair, he 
continued his importunity while others were at rest 
He observed that God had smitten the mouth, so 
often opened to oppose the denunciation of his judg- 
ments against sin, and that he was grateful for such 
a dealing as was calculated to bring him to repent- 
ance. 

In the conversation of christian friends, and in 
the numerous prayer-meetings which were attended 
in bis room, be found much comfort. He could not 
say that he had a hope, but that his heart was broken 
on account of his sins—that he had found access to 
God in prayer—that his soul was waiting upon tun 
trom whom alone his help must come, and that he 
could leave his requests with him. On the evening 
before his death, he expressed a hope that he should 
soon be freed from sin and suffering. 

Attempting the next morning to walk from his 
chair to the bed, he fainted and died. 

REMARKS. 

We have published the Newark Tract entire, 
with the exception of an account appending, of the 
“Conversion of an Universalist Minister, Mr. Z. 
Crossman,” which has already appeared in our col- 
umns; and two Anecdotes, one of which we have 
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already published; the other is too puerile to be ad- 
mitted into the pages of any publication deserving 
the approbation of reasonable beings. 

Mr. M— W is none other than the late 
Mr. Moses Wade of Connecticut Farms, (N. J.) 
The writer of the Tract, is, ostensively, Mr. Thomp- 
son, a disciple of the meek and lowly Johu Calvin, 
and the clergyman of that place. The widow of 
Mr. W. is “clean gone” into Calvinism, which will 
account for her tamely submitting to have the char- 
acter of her late husband libelled in this shameful 
manner. We rejoice, however, that we can say, that 
there are those who eujoyed the acquaintance of Mr. 
W., and who are now capable of feeling and ex- 
pressing honest indignation against the wicked ma- 
chinations of the sons of darkness! The Tiact is 
before the world, and we sav, Read it attentively, 
ind judge of its merits, after you have 1ead the fol- 
lowing: 

The reader must be aware, that in a case like the 
present, it is impossible to prove a negative by direct 
testimony. To do this, we must procure the evi- 
dence of persons who were continually with the 
deceased, during the whole time of his sickness. 
We shall, however, state such facts, as we shall be 
ready to substantiate, if necessary. We invite, we 
do aot shun scrutiny, and will be ready to meet the 
abettors of this Tract, even the whole “ Religious 
Tract Society of Newark, New-Jersey ;” in any fu- 
ture investigation of this matter which may be found 
expedient. The Tract declares of Mr. W. that 
“ Every renewed attention to religion, increased his 
opposition, and excited his industry in defending 
and circulating Deism.” Now we seriously ques- 
tion the truth of the declaration, although a disciple 
of John Calvin sustains it. We ask, boldly, and 
demand an answer—W hat do you mean by the term 
religion? The Bible that Universalists believe, de- 
clares of religion, that “Pure religion and undefiled 
before God, even the Father, is this, To visit the 

fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
one’s self unspotted from the world.” (James i. 27.) 
Do you, dare you, say, that Mr. W. opposed “ every 
renewed attention” to this religion? Or do you 
mean, that Mr. W. opposed the wicked dogmas of 
the murderer John Calvin, until his mental facul- 
ties were prostrated by disease, and that vou then 
mistook the incoherency of insanity, for an acknow- 
ledgment of your views? Do you call opposition to 
a wicked hireling priesthood, opposition to religion ? 
If you do, our word for it, Gentlemen, you call 
things by wrong names. 

Asa Universalist you represent Mr. W. as abjuring 
the doctrine of Universalism, and anxious, extreme- 
ly anxious, to undo the mischief he had done. You 
represent him, as having been the rile instrument of 
sending souls to hell. We will now state facts, and 
then offer some remarks on the Tract; requesting 
the reader to consider the probability of a converted 
Universalist, believing he had sent souls to hell, by 
the propagation of his Universalism, omitting every 
opportunity of testifying to his most intunate ac- 
quaintance, who knew his former faith, of the great 
change in his principles. 
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A gentletnan who lived in the same house with 


Mr. W. during a considerable part of his sickness, 
until he died, declares, that Mr. W. never, in any 
interview he had with tim, signified to him, that he 
rejected the doctrine of the salvation of all men, 
He also declares, that during an interview he had 
with him, a short time before his decease, and while 
the sick man was in possession of his mental facul- 
ties, he expressed his unqualified disapprobation of 
Calvin’s doctrine of election and reprobation, and 
the satisfaction which his mind received from a be- 
lief of a contrary doctrine. There are also geutle- 
men, neighbours of the deceased, as truly respect- 
able, and whose evidence would be quite as cogent 
in a court of justice, as the writer of the Tract, or 
any member of the Tract Society, who are ready to 
testify to any man, that in all their interviews with 
Mr. W. during his sickness, be never signified to 
them that he had changed his religious pr iveiples. 
There are those who watched with the sick man, 
after he had given up all hopes of recovery, and 
while he retained his mental faculties, who declore, 
that he never signified to them that he had changed 
his religious principles. Reader, view 
Behold the bed of languishing, the suffering man,— 
the tedious hours of night, passing in slowly nom- 
bered minutes, and the Universalist, whose con- 
science is burdened with the crime of sending souls 
to an interminable hell, in the presence of an old 
acquaintance to whom he had a thousand times un- 
bosomed himself in triendly conversation, says not 
a word of his condition as specified in the Tract, 
but converses in the calmest manner of the seitle- 
ment of his worldly affairs, when he shall go to 
“the house appointed for all the living.” We haz- 
ard the declaration, that it is imposstble for any man 
to experience the change in his views, and be men- 
tally in the condition which the Tract describes, 
and pass a whole night, without sleep, in company 
with an old acauaintance, and talk freely of subjects 
interesting to him, and leave untouched the sub- 
ject of all subjects, which the Tract represents to 
have weighed upon his mind! We go stili (arther, 
even the writer of the Tract himself, and inis co- 
adjutors the members of the Tract Society, it they 
believe our statements, (and we believe we can sub- 
stantiate them!) cannot believe the declarations 
contained in the Tract! No, Gentlemen, your 
mouths may utter something in extenuation of your 
Tract, and attempt to prop it with a wordy founda- 
tion, but your reason, and judgment, and under- 
standing, will continually jog your elbows. 

We ask the writer of this Tract, (and we request 
him to answer,) whether the Tract was written and 
shown to Mr. Wade, and shown to him dunng his 
sane moments? Or, Sir, was the Tract written after 
the old proverb was verified, “Dead men tell no 
tales ?” Can you, Sir, say, that you ever obtained 
Mi. Wade’s intelligible, certain, and unqualified as- 
seni, in his sane moments, when he possessec the 
power of reasoning correctly, and expressing his 
principles and views, to the declarations contained 
in the Tract? We have been apprized that extra- 
ordinary efforts were made, and the sick man be- 
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sieged in terrorem, by you and your assistants, to 


produce a catastrophe quite as pleasant to your feel- 
ings, as the one related. We are willing even to 
believe, that all the dogmas of your sect, all the ab- 
stidities contained in your Tract, were made to pass 
in review before him; and that, during his delirium, 
you willingly mistook the unintelligible expressions 
of lis animal feelings, for a desired, and looked for 
expression of the prostrate mental man. It is well 
known to all who have been privy to the cirrcum- 
stances of Mr. Wade’s peculiar case, that, before 
his death, he exhibited nothing but the ruins of a 
former man, At this time, if you obtained an un- 
intelhgible sound from his fragments, and have in- 
terpreted it in favour of the dogmas of your sect, 
your victory, if such it can be for a moment called, 
is an evidence of the scarcity of the laurels which 
g! ce your cause, oF you would never expose a 
worse than childish ignorance, by showing a wither- 
ed cypress upon your brows. 

We will now examine some of the prominent 
features of this Tract, and submit the whole to the 
judgment of the candid reader. 

Tie Tract states, that Mr. W. from being a De- 
ist, became a Universalist, by reading the publications 
of Universalists; or to this amount. Then a state- 
ment is made of the doctrine taught in the publica- 
tions alluded to. The publication is the Gospel Her- 
ald, and we declare, and mean to be understood to 
sav, that the writer of the Tract has uttered rank 
falschood! We ask him, if the faith which he boasts 
ol, when it purifies his heart, leaves behind a dispo- 
sition to * bear false witness against his neighbour ?” 
If he is sincere in bis belief, that “ all liars will have 
their part in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone ?” [tis now time these calumniators were 
exposed to the public; and it is proper the public 
should know of the wicked impositions which have 
been practised, under the specious garb of holiness 
and piety. We have uniformly taught, that sinners 
will suffer the consequence of their sins. In teach- 
ing thus, We have used the language of the inspired 
writers, and again aver, that “the sighteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth; much more the wicked 
and the sinner.” (Prov. xi. 31.) Also, that “ tribu- 
lation and anguish shall be upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil.” (Roww.ii. 9.) And we have uni- 
formly contended, that “the wages of sin ts death.” 
(Rom. vi, 23.) We have tanght, and still teach, 
that “all liars shall have their part in the lake of 
fire ;” according to the Scripture understanding, 
and as taught by inspired writers; and we now say 
to this Tract writer, Beware of it! 

We now inform all persons, to whom these pre- 
sents shalt come, and particularly the writer of the 
Tract, and his Newark co-adjutors, that we have 
uniformly believed and taught, that “He who be- 
liereth not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” 

In the seventh paragraph of the Tract, is a decla- 
ration, which we must believe to be a base calum- 
ny. Namely—** He had taught the tmpenitent and 
irreligious, that they were in the way to life,” &c. 
We ask the deluded widow of this calumniated man, 
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how she can reconcile, with any ideas of honour, 
honesty, and religion, her countenancing of the 
calumniators of her deceased husband? We press 
the matter seriously to her “own business and bo- 
som,” and say, if this declaration is true, your hus. 
band was not an Universalist, and your assistance, 
if you have given it, in palming him upon the world 
for one, since his decease, is shameful and wicked. 
From the best information we can obtain, Mr. W. 
was aman who deserved a better character than his 
pious friends have given him. His minister may 
flatter himself that he is serving his God in the part 
he is acting in this business; while our opinion is, 
that he is only serving his Devil. 

This Tract writer exposes his ignorance in a la- 
mentable manner in his eighth paragraph, in bis cri- 
ticism on the word ALL. This is not all, he exposes 
his wickedness, too, in the repetition ef the false- 
hood of Universalists contending that “hell 1s no 
more than the grave.” Sir, you shall never make 
this declaration again, without feeling an extra 
twinge of conscience. Kuow, thou bearer of false 
witness, that Universalists both believe and tear h, 
that the grave is a cavity made in the ground, or 
earth; and that the word Hell, signifies to cover or 
hide ; if you please, to shingle a house, and cover it, 
and hide the timbers, ete. And, Sir, we challenge 
vou, and the whole Newark Tract Society, to prove 
We offer you the 
columns of this paper, for the purpose, and promise 


the contrary of our statement. 


vou honest dealing. It is true the translators of the 
Bible have deceived the English reader, by render- 
ing the Greek term ady Hell, in Luke xvi. 23, and 
grave in 1 Cor. xv. 55. Your accusation, therefore, 
must lay at the translator’s door, not ours! We do 
say, that the Scriptures contain no term, or word, 
which has the signification you give to the English 
word Hell. And we say, that the English term Hell, 
orginally had not the signification which you are 
pleased to give it, We also say, that the Greek 
term yeewa rendered hell, originally signified the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, contiguous to Jerusa- 
lem, a place where the idolatrous Israelites sacrificed 
their children to Moloch; and, like many of the 
moderns, worshipped an tnfurtate Devil, the crea- 
ture of their imagination, instead of the God of 
Love. This valley is the place spoken of, “ where 
their worm dicth not, and their fire is not quenched.” 

The note in the margin, ascribing to Christ the 
declaration, that Hell is a place of torments, and 
that there is no passage from thence across the great 
fixed gulf, is weak. The writer of the Tract, il ac- 
quainted with the original, or even with the works 
of orthodox commentators, must know, that the sig- 
ification of the original word Hades, rendered Hell 
in Luke xvi., is not Hell, but the place of the dead, 
without regard to their merits. This parable, there- 
fore, literally considered, proves the torment of the 
righteous as well as the wicked. The translators 
have made this result unavoidable, by repenting, 
and making a grave of their hell. This writer, 
vith the help of the translators, has made the grave, 
or ground, the Hell, where nothing but the senseless 
dust, which cannot u fer, is located. We recom- 
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mend to this Tract writer to proceed with more 
caution, and not obtrude his ignorance upon the 
pubke. Remember, Sir, the Scriptures testify, that 
Hades, your Hell, shall be destroyed; and if you 
believe their testimony, it is time for you to take up 
your lamentation. To judge irom appearances, we 
should be melined to believe, that modern hire- 
ling priests would part with their Hell, with as much 
sorrow, as Adam parted with Paradise. Hext and 
the DEVIL, are the corner stones in the foundation 
of modern religion; they have risen, and they wil! 
failtogether. The Scriptures, God be praised, un- 
corrupted by orthodox translators and commenta- 
tors, contain no such terms. There, the darkness 
of the human mind, is the deepest Hell, and slan- 
derers, the greatest Devils we read of. 

It is time to say something of the word ALL. 
This Tract writer says, “'The character of ALL 
those who will he saved is described. They are all 
who repent.” True. Repenting is turning from 
sin unto the Lord, and worshipping Him. Thus we 
read, (Psa. xxii. 27.) “.41l the ends of the world 
shall remember [they had forgotten,] and turn unto 
the Lorn: and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee.” Again. “They are all who 
believe.” True. We read, (Isa. xlv. 23, 24.) “Unto 
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, 
surely shall say, In the Lord have I righteousness 
and strength, to hiin shall come,” &c. And the 
declaration of Christ, “No man can go to the Fa- 
ther but by me,” proves they will ALL go the right 
way. And the declaration, (Heb. vin. 11.) “For 
ALL shall know me from the least unto the great- 
esi,” proves that ALL will be believers; because 
Christ declares, “This is life eternal to know thee 
the only wue God,” &ce. Again. “All who are in 
Christ.” True. We read (1 Cor xv. 22.) “ For as 
in Adam ALL die, even so in Christ shall ALL be 
Only the all who die in Adam, we 
confess, will be made alive in Christ; and as ALL 
die in Adam, ALL will be made alive in Christ. 
Again. “4ll who ave new creatures.” True, We 
read, (Rev. xxi. 5.) “ Behold, [make ALL things 
new.” Again. “dll who follow the Lamb.” True. 
We read, (John xii. 32.) “If 1 be lifted up from the 
earth, L will draw ALL unto me.” When the 
Lamb draws ALL, ALL will follow! “All who en- 
dure to the end.” True. 
all men being raised in the heavenly image, incor- 
Tien they will endure 
endlessly! We hope the writer of the Tract will 
not be offended with the word ALL. We could not 
avoid introducing it familiarly ; and as it come from 


made alive.” 


ruptble, and immortal. 


the Scriptures, we hope it will be received with de- 
cency and respect. 

Again, the writer of the Tract says, of the word 
ALL, “The restitution of all things spoken of in 
Acts ni. 21, isa common argument for the Univer- 
sal Salvation ; but the apostle, in Ephes. i. 10, gives 
us the character of all who shall be restored, all in 
Christ, or all who are new creatures. The restora- 
tion is the gathering of all the righteous from among 
the wicked at the final judgment, and not the re- 
storing of the wicked from hell.” Where did you 


We read, (1 Cor. xv.) of 


learn this ? We have your word tor it, and the read 

er can judge of the value of it. How puerile are the 
arguments of this enemy to the truth! Epes. i. 10, 
reads thus—“ That in the dispensation of the tul- 
ness of times, he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him.” The characters 
requisite to entitle the person to the blessing, is 
only inferred; ALL shall be gathered. The book 
does not read as this unbeliever would make it, by 
his perversions; the apostle does not say that “a 
in Christ,” or “all who are new creatures,” shall be 
gathered. No. He declares, of the gathering to- 
gether “in one all things in Christ.” Itis the being 
gathered in one, in Christ, which constitutes the 
vew creature. How vile and wicked is the conduct 
of this Tract writer, in thus perverting the Scrip- 
tures of truth! We ask this despiser of God’s “ com- 
mon salvation,” Where will you find unnghteous 
men, when God’s oath is accomplished in the bow- 
ing of every knee, and the swearing of every 
tongue, that they have righteousness and strength 
in the Lord? Where wiil you find wicked men in 
vour hell, when the transgression ts finished, and 
an end made of sins? (See Isa. xlv. 22—29; xxv. 
6—8. xxviii. 18; Hosea xui. 14; Heb. i. 14—15.)} 

This Tract writer says, * Where no immediate 
danger is apprehended, they may sport with the 
Divine threatenings, and attempt to prove that the 
day of judgment ts past already,” &c. We admit 
tis isnot a direct accusation against Universalists ; 
although the writer evidently intended his readers 
should take for granted, on the authority of bis in- 
sinuution, that Universalists do “sport with the 
Divine thieatenings, and attempt to prove that the 
day of judgment is past already.” Until this disci- 
ple of Calvin proves that Universalists do “ sport 
with the Divine threatenmys,” we shail refrain from 
making any defence. But his allegation relative to 
the day of judgment, we will now attend to. And 
we caution the reader to beware, and not lightly es- 
ieem What we now offer on this subject; but to ex- 
amine his Bible, compare our quotations with his 
Bible, lest he “be fouud fighting against God,” 
when he supposes he is only opposing the despised 
Universalists! We reiterate our oft made declara- 
tion—We have no Creed but the Scriptures. “Toe 
the law and to the testimony: if they speak not ac- 
cording to this word, tt is because there is no light 
in them.” (Isa. viii, 20.) 

What is judgment? Ans. “Give ear, O ye hea- 
vens, and L will speak; and hear, O earth, the words 
of my mouth. My doctrine shail drop as the ram; 
my speech shall distil as the dew; as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon 
the grass: because I will publish the name of the 
Lorp: ascribe ye greatness unto our Gop. He is 
the Rock, his work is perfect; for all his ways are 
judgment: a God of truth, and without iniquity, 
just and right is he.” (Deut. xxxii. I—4.) Reader, 
you have the answer. Judgment is the ways of 
God. What ways of God are judgment? Ans. 
“ALL His ways are judgment !” Reader, is a solar 





day of twenty-four hours, the day of judgment, 
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when all the ways of God will be accomplished * 


Do we not read, “* Be not ignorant of this one thing. 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years?” 

When does the judgment commence ? Or, what 
is the testimony of God, relative to the time of hi- 
judgment, in relation to the mediation of Christ, 
who is appointed Judge, for the avowed purpose 
that “ALL shall honour him?” Ans. “ NOW is 
the judgment of this world; now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw ALL unto me.” (John 
xii. 31, 32. See also Rev. xiv. 6, 7, where it is 
declared, “the hour of his judgment ts come.” 
Making the judgment of God commence with the 
preaching of the gospel.) 

What is the design of God’s judgment? Ans. 
* Zion shall be redeemed with judgment,” (Isa. i. 
27.) * Who shail not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify 
for ALL na- 
tions shall come and worship before thee; for thy 
judgments are made manifest.” (Rev. xv. 4.) Let 
infuriate Calvinists, and other dogmatists, who de- 


thy name? for thou only art holy: 


spise the salvation of God, arise in the greatness 
of their strength, the popularity which a “ world ly- 
ing in wickedness” has awarded them, and contra- 
dict the God of heaven. Let them say, that God’s 
judgment will consign millions of his rational off- 
spring to an interminable hell; and that myriads of 
mankind will never fear and worship him. But we, 
believing God’s testimony, ask, in reference to the 
accomplishmeut of his gracious purposes, “Who 
shall not fear thee, OQ Lord?” We triumph in the 
answer we can give, and, in reference to our calum- 
niators, the Pharisees of the day, we adopt the lan- 
guage of Job, and would “ disdain to set them with 
the dogs of our flock!” Therefore, “ Make a joyful 
noise unto God, all ye lands: sing forth the honours 
of his name; make his praise glorious. Say unto 
God, How terrible thy works! through the great- 
ness of thy power shall thine enemies submit them- 
selves unto thee. ALL the earth shall worship 
thee, and sing unto thee; they shall sing thy name, 
Selah. Let the people praise thee, O God ; let 
ALL the people praise thee. O let the naiions be 
glad, and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the 
people righteously, and govern the nations upon 
earth. Selah.” (Psa. Ixvi. 1—4; Ixvii. 2—4.) 

There is evidently a design throughout this 
Tract, to impose upon the credulous reader, and 
convince him Universalists do not believe nor 
teach, the necessity of “repentance toward God, 
and faith in Jesus Christ.” Let not this Tract 
writer dare to outrage truth and common sense 
again, in this foolish manner. We tell you, Sir, 
that we believe vour damnation, according to the 
Scripture definition of the term, (John iii. 18, 19.) 
is certain ; and that you will never experience sal- 
vation nor heaven, until you turn from your wicked- 
ness, refrain from slandering Universalists, repent, 
and have faith in Christ, in the most extensive sig- 
nification of the terms. 

How base, and dishonourably wicked, is the con- 
duct of those, who persist in falsely accusing Uni- 
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versalists, and declaring that they teach, the sinner 
shall be saved in his sins—no faith nor repentance 
is necessary! In the name of common sense, 
why do you privately, and by indirect means, ca- 
lumniate those whom you dare not meet, face to 
face, and by fair argument, and clear testimony, 
confute ? If this faith we cherish, and this doctrine 
we teach, be so notoriously false, unscriptural, and 
unreasonable, why not meet fairly, and openly, the 
advocates of this error; and destroy it with your 
truth? If you have truth on your side, you need 
not fear all that error can do to destroy it. Let tho 
candid public judge, whether falsehood and calum- 
ny be compatible with Christian perfection; and 
whether those who arrogate to themselves the hon- 
orary epithet of “soldiers of the Cross,” deserve it, 
when they practise a species of contemptible bus’ 
fighting, and, savage-like, retire the moment they 
behold the face of their supposed enemy ! 

It is extremely disagreeable for us to notice such 
flagrant aberrations from honour and honesty in 
those who differ from us in sentiment. But we do 
it from a principle of duty; and we have no hesi- 
tancy in saying, that as men among men aside from 
their religious hypothesis, we believe they would be 
ashamed to conduct in this unjustifiable manner. 
It is a lamentable truth, verified by facts which can- 
not be questioned, that many mew suffer materially 
in their dispositions by becoming the subjects of 
conversion to human creeds and opinions. It is 
then that they serve the Devil marfuily, and 1gno- 
rant!y suppose that falsehood, when wielded asa 
weapon against those whom they esteem as great 
sinners, will be acceptable to a God of Truth. Like 
Saul of Tarsus, who in his own estimation, was 
earning heaven, by keeping the law perfectly, at the 
moment he was murdering those who disagreed with 
him in his religious principles. 

We are aware that some will say of our notice of 
this Tract, that we are too severe. We think dil- 
ferently. We have no desire but to detect error, 
and disseminate truth in its stead. We have no 
fears of injusing our popularity! It is an useless ar- 
ucle, and if we have any left, we shall be glad to 
dispose of it altogether. In these degenerate days, 
when so many are blinded by the god of this world, 
and so many are striving to obtain the applause of 
the world, we confess we should feel ashamed were 
we to be subjected to the odwm of general praise 
and approbation. 

We conclude by cautioning this Tract writer, 
and advising him to proceed with more circumspec- 
tion hereafter. We are willing to be convinced of 
our errors; but we are not willing to hear the “truth 
evil spoken of,” and the character of God impeach- 
ed and traduced. 

- —<—f--— 

From Rees’ Introduction to the Racovian Catechism. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MI- 
CHAEL SERVETUS. 

Michael Servetus* was born in 1509, at Villa- 
nueva in Arragon, where his father exercised the 





* His Spanish name was Servedo; sometimes he called 





himself Reves, a word formed by the transposition of some 











GOSPEL HERALD. 





191 








profession of public After having passed 
with extraordinaiy success through the customary 
routine of juvenile instruction, he was sent to the 
university of Thoulouse to study the canon law. 
During the three years he passed in this celebrated 
seat of learning, he devoted a large portion of his 
time to the critical perusal of the Scriptures, an 
employment to which he was probably excited by 
the spread of the Reformation, and which eventu- 
ally led to his renunciation of the prevailing opinion 
concerning the Trinity. Apprehending that in 
France he could not with safety pursue his theolo- 
gical inquiries, or give publicity to his own convic- 
tions, he removed, in 1530, to Basil in Switzerland, 
where he obtained the esteem and friendship of the 
most eminent of the reformed clergy in that city. 
Having given these divines credit for more enlarged 
views and more liberal spirit than they had imbibed, 
he made no scruple of avowing to them the opinions 
he had been led to embrace. But he soon disco- 
vered that they were as little disposed as the Catho- 
lics to extend toleration to any who pursued their 
speculations further than themselves; his friend, 
Ecolanpadius, having taken occasion in some let- 
ters which he addressed to him, to upbraid him in 
no very gentle terms with the heresy of his senti- 
ments. Finding himself thus under unpleasant re- 
straint, where he had looked for freedom, he quitted 
Basil in 1530 or 1931, and went to Strasburg. In 
the latter year, and shortly after his arrival in this 
city, he published his first work on the Trinity un- 
der the following title—* The Errors of the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity; in seven books. By Michael 
Servetus, otherwise Reves, of Arragon in Spain.” 
It was printed at Haguenau, in Alsace, by John 
Seccer, for Conrad Rouse, a bookseller of Stras- 
burg, to whom Servetus had given his manuscript 
at Basil. The appearance of this book produced a 
very powerful sensation among the leaders of the 
Reformation, who embraced every opportunity to 
hold it up to public execration as much, apparently, 
from the dread of being charged by their Catholic 
adversaries with holding the opinious of the author, 
as from their real abhorrence of the tenets it advo- 
Bucher, who resided in Strasburg, is stated 


notary. 


cated. 
to have declared publicly t0 his congregation, that 
the writer deserved to have his intestines torn from 
his body. 

Servetus, not deeming himself secure at Stras- 
burg while this storm raged, returned in the same 
year to Basil ; but finding Ecolanpadius most high!y 
incensed agaiust him for his recent publication, be 
took his departure for Lyons. On his way he passed 
through Haguenau, where, in 1532, he published 
with his name as before, his second work, entitled 
“ Dialogues concerning the Trinity ;” in two books. 
Four chapters concerning the reign of Christ. It 
is affirmed that, in order to obtain permission to 
quit Basil unmolested, he had promised a public 
recantation. ‘This promise he artfully contrived to 





of the letters of his original surname. Occasionally it is 
found written Renes; but this is an evident error of the 
press, the letter u being mistaken for n. At the latter part 








fulfil in words, in the preface of the latter work, in 
the first sentence.of which, he states, that he had 
retracted all that he had written in his seven books 
against the received doctrine of the Trinity—not, 
however, he proceeds to intimate, because what he 
had written was false, but because it was imperfect. 

On his settlement at Lyons, Servetus, in order to 
escape persecution, took the name of Villanovanus, 
from his birth place. After a residence of three 
years in this city he went to Paris, where he applied 


himself to the study of medicine with so much suc- 
cess that he soon obtained his degree of doctor, and 
was admitted one of the public lecturers at the uni- 
versity. From Paris he returned to Lyons. Here 
hie was occupied in superintending the press of the 
Trechseliu, celebrated printers of that place, for 
whom he edited an edition of Ptolemy’s Geography, 
which was published in 1935, and again in 1942 ;— 
and also an edition of Pagnius’ Bible in Hebrew, 
with an interlined Latin translation which appeared 
in 1542. In 1544 he removed his residence to Vi- 
enne in Dauphiny, where he practised as a Physi- 
cian, and enjoyed the friendship and patronage of 
the archbishop of the province, to whom he dedi- 
cated the secend edition of Ptolemy’s Geography. 
After his settlement at Vienne, Servetus entered 
into a correspondence with Calvin, then residing at 
Geneva. In the letters which passed on this occa- 
sion, both the learned combatants displayed consid- 
erable warmth and acrimony of spirit in the defence 
of their respective theological systems; and the 
freedom with which Servetus arraigned the tenets 
of the Reformer, laid tie foundation of that impla- 
cable resentment to which he ultimately owed his 
ruin; for Calvin serupled not to avow that he would 
be satisfied with no atonement for this attack upon 
his creed short of the death of bis adversary, should 
the disposal of his life be ever in his power.* While 
things were in this state, Servetus committed to the 
press his last and most celebrated work, entitled 
“ Christianity Restored.” It was printed in 1553 
at Vienne, by Balthazar Armollet, but neither the 
place nor the printer’s name appears in the title 
page: nor was the author’s name attached to this 
publication; the letters M.S. V. standing for Mi- 
chael Servetus Villanovanus, are however placed at 
the end. Calvin.was in possession of the secret 
that Servetus was the writer of this obnoxious book, 
a copy of it having been forwarded to him by the 
author. By means of a young man named William 
Trie, a native of Lyons, then residing at Geneva in 
consequence of having embraced the reforined reli- 
gion, he procured some sheets of it to be conveyed 
to France, and put into the hands of the inquisitor 
at Lyons, with an intimation that the author was in 
his neighbourhood. He afterwards sent several of 
the letters which, in the course of a confidential 
correspondence, he had received from Servetus, in 
order to furnish additional evidence to convict him 
of heresy and blasphemy. On the ground of these 
documents Servetus was arrested at Vienne, and 





* Calvin, writing in 1546 to Viret, minister of Lausanne, 
uses these words: ‘“‘ Servetus wishes to come hither; if he 





of his life he called himseif Michael Villanovanus, or sim- 
ply Villanovanus, from the place of his birth, 


should come I will never suffer him to ge away sate.” Swe 


Book, vol. ii. p. 360. 
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coummitted to prison; whence, however, he svon 
efiected his escape. After bis flight he was tried, 


convicted, and sentenced to the stake; his books 
were committed to the flames, and himself burnt in 
effigy. 

Servetus escaped early in the month of June, 
1553. His intention was to proceed to Naples; aud 
with this view, after wandering for some time, he 
went to Geneva, where he was recogmzed in the 
mouth of August, aud at the instigation of Calvin 
committed to prison. Various attempts have been 
made by the apologists of the Reformer to remove 
from him the foul stigma of being the author of his 
adversary’s arrest; but, in truth, Calvin’ himsel! 
never dented or disguised the fact. On the contrary, 
he expressly avows it in more than one of bis printed 
works, and takes the credit to himself for having 
thus acted towards a man whose principles he held 
in abhorrence, and whom, on more than one ocea- 
sion, he thought fit to brand with the opprobrious 
epithet of dog.* 

Servetus, on being taken into custody, was de- 
prived of the property he had about bim, which was 
of considerable amount, and thrown, like a male- 
factor, into a damp squalid, and noisome dungeon. 
Proceedings were immediately instituted against 
him for his alleged blasphemies. The accusations 
were preferred by Nicholas de la Fontaine, a per- 
son residing in Calvin’s house, either in a menial 
situation, or for the benefit of his instruction; but 
the real prosecutor, as was manifest in the course 
of the trial, was the Reformer himself. Servetus 
repelled the whole of the charges with great firm- 
ness, and openly avowed himself the author of the 
writings that were stated to contain the heretical 
His trial 
proved exceedingly tedious and vexatious, and last- 
ed from the 14th of August to the 26th of October, 
when, a majority of his judges having decided 


Opinions for which he was arraigned. 


against him, he was condemned to be burnt to death 
by a slow fire. 

It Servetus cannot be commended for the temper 
with which he sometimes replied to his accuser, it is 
impossible to view without feelings of disgust, min- 
gled with deep concera, the manner in which Cai- 
vin acted during the whole of these iniquitous pro- 
ceedings; and particularly observe the savage tone 
of exultation with which, immediately after his 
conviction, he stated to a friend the effects pro- 
duced upon his victim by the communication of his 
“But lest idle scoundrels should glory 
in the insane obstinacy of the man, as in a martyr- 
dom, there appeared in his death a beastly stupidity ; 
whence it might be concluded, that on the subject 


sentence. 





* Calvin, in his works Fidel. Expos. Serveti: Lrroram. 
thus avows the part he acted in this twansaction: * All Ue 
roceedings of our senate are ascribed to me; and indeed 
Fito not dissemble that he (Servetus) was thrown into pri- 
son through my interference and advice As it was neces 
sary according to the laws of the state that he should be 
charged with some crime, I admit that I was thus far the 
author of the transaction.” Writing to Sultzerus, he ob- 
serves—* When at last he was driven here by his evil des- 
tiny, one of the syndies, at my instigation, ordered him to 
be committed to prison; for I do not dissemble that I deem 
ed it my duty to restrain as much as lay in my power a man 
who was worse than obstinate and ungoveruable, lest the 
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of religion he never was ia earnest. Wheu the sen- 
tence of death had been passed upon him he stood 
fixed, now as one astounded ; now he sighed deeply ; 
and now he howled like a maniac 


; and at length 
he just gamed strength enough to bellow out aiter 
the Spanish manner, Misericordia ! Misericordia !” 
The truth, however, is, that Servetus bore bis fate 
at this trying season with great firnmness and seren- 
ity, disturbed indeed, occasionally, by the view of 
the terrific apparatus which was preparing for his 
execution. He never wavered in his religious taith, 
When exhorted on the last morning by Farell, the 
minister of Neufchatel, and the friend of Calvin, 
who was appointed to attend bim, to return to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, he calmly requested his 
monitor to couvinee him by one plain passage of 
Scripture, that Christ was called the Son of God 
before his birth of Mary. 

The day following that whereon sentence had 
been passed upon him, he was led to the stake, 
praying, “ O God, save my soul; O thou Soa of 


the eternal God, have mercy on me.” Ip order 


to aggravate his sufferings he was surrounded by 
green fagots, which, after half an hour of ex- 
cruciating tortures, completed the work of death, 
‘uo the same fire was burned, attached to lus body, 
ius last book, Christianity Reviewed. Thus perished 
Servetus at the age of forty-four, in a Protestant 
state, for exercising that right of private judgment 
in the formation of his religious opinions, which 
his persecutors had themselves acted upon in dis 
senting from the church of Rome! 

—>— 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
EPIGRAM. 
ON THE DISPUTATIONS RELATIVE TO Curist’¢ 
PERSON. 
scribed to Baron Masseres. 
Talk of essence, and substance, and no one knows what. 
God either mace Christ, or else he did not. 
If he did, he’s a creature, ‘tis plain at first view ; 
If not, he’s a God, and then we have two! 
—<>—— 
Paicippany March 31, 1825. 
Mr. Henry Fitz, 
Sir—Agreeable to my instructions, 1 must request you 
will send no more, (of what you call the Gospel Herald, 
directed to Mr. Isaac Bali,) per mail to this Office—there 
ire now ten on hand and he refuses to take them—you'l 
please therefore to attend this notice. 
I am your friend, Geo. D. Brinckerhoff, Postmaster. 


The deuce take such friends as this. It is now about five 
years since we commenced the publication, “of what you 
call the Gospel Herald,” and our friend Brinckerhoff is the 
only Postmaster we can recollect tn all that time, who has 
charged us with the postage of a letter which is by law free 
of postage! We mention the fact, to the honour of all the 
Postmasters, of all religious sects and denominations, with 
the exception of our friend Brinckerhoff! However, the 
postage was only six pence; a trifle must not break friend- 
ship; and as we are desirous of friend Geo. D. Brinckerhoff 
Esq.’s good graces, we hereby present him the ten Numbers 
“ot what we call the Gospel Herald,” and request him to 
read them attentively; judge of them with candour, ex- 
umine them by the Scriptures, and then, if he cannot con- 
scientiously call them ‘Gospel Herald,” to call them by 
any good Christian name he pleases. ud, 
—=—— 

fFPJUST PUBLISHED, and for sale at this Office, 
price One Shilling, The Non-personality, origin and end, ot 
that OLD SERPENT, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world. A Discourse delivered, Sabbath 
evening, March 13, 1825, in the Church in Prince-street, 
bw Henry Fitz. 
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infection should spread more widely.” 
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